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	Process/Activity: Duke of Edinburgh Qualifying Expeditions
	Location: Rural Aberdeenshire
	Date: 

	Describe activity: Generic risk assessment for a visit involving Adventure Activities: Duke of Edinburgh Qualifying Expeditions in rural Aberdeenshire.



Risk ratings: The source document does not specify before-control or after-control ratings. The LOW / MED / HIGH options are retained for completion by the assessor.
	Hazard
	Person/s Affected
	Risk
	Risk level before controls are in place (delete as appropriate)
	Control Measures
	Risk level after controls are in place
(delete as appropriate)

	Travel & Transport
	Participants and parents / guardians
	Participants not finding the venue
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH
	• Parental responsibility to / from the venue
• Clear location directions have been provided with Google Map links
• Base contact phone details have been shared
• Start and finish points indicated by AOAG flags
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH

	Participants Health & Wellbeing
	Participants and Leaders
	Lack of access to prescribed medication
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH
	• Ensure individual prescribed medication is accessible
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH

	Participants Health & Wellbeing
	Participants and Leaders
	Inappropriate behaviour
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH
	• Behaviour expectations have been clearly established with participants
• Pre-planning of groups and appropriate allocation of staff
• Experienced Visit Leader
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH

	Participants Health & Wellbeing
	Participants and Leaders
	Discrimination against an individual with protected characteristics
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH
	• Discussions with individual and parent / guardians and the group is carried out to ensure adequate and appropriate access to all facilities
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH

	Participants Health & Wellbeing
	Participants and Leaders
	Lyme’s disease contracted through bites from infected ticks
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH
	• Ticks to be removed by appropriate tool within a 24hr period
• Participants and supervisors to self-check for tick bites
• Awareness of the effect of tick bites to be circulated to parents / carers for after care after expeditions
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH

	Participants Health & Wellbeing
	Participants and Leaders
	There are no toilet facilities directly available
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH
	• Participants have had instruction on toileting outdoors and will carry trowels, toilet paper and hand sanitiser
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH

	Participants Health & Wellbeing
	Participants and Leaders
	Drowning
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH
	• All are aware there is a no swimming policy
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH

	Venue - Open countryside in rural Aberdeenshire on low level way marked walk on clear tracks
	Participants
	Interactions with others using the area
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH
	• Experienced local Leaders with small groups of participants
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH

	Venue - Open countryside in rural Aberdeenshire on low level way marked walk on clear tracks
	Participants
	Getting lost
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH
	• Experienced local Leaders will remotely supervise 4 to 7 participants
• Phone contacts are in place
• Participants have maps, compasses, whistles with Leaders within hearing distance
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH

	Activity
	Participants
	Incompetent staff / supervisors
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH
	• Supervisors all hold appropriate qualifications, experience and training for the venue and level of activity being undertaken
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH

	Activity
	Participants
	Inappropriate plan
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH
	• Group members will be adequately trained and prepared for the route
• Staff are adequately skilled and experienced for route and environment
• Plans assessed and approved by technical expert
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH

	Activity
	Participants and Leaders
	Supervisors get lost whilst remotely supervising the group
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH
	• Supervisors to be appropriately trained to be leading activity
• System established for communication and relocation
• Mobile reception is good in the local area
• Leaders are local
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH

	Activity
	Participants and Leaders
	Food Poisoning
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH
	• Supervisors and participants are aware of the issues of poor food hygiene both in storing, preparing, and eating food
• A meal is being prepared on this activity with food provided
• Clean water will be supplied
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH

	Activity
	Participants and Leaders
	Burns from cooking
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH
	• Supervisors and participants have been trained to use stoves and are aware of the risk
• Supervisors and participants are aware of first aid treatment for burns
• Cooking will be away from tents and never inside any tent area
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH

	Activity
	Participants
	Injury whilst erecting, using, and dismantling a tent
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH
	• Participants must be familiar with their tents and limitations through training or with support of a supervisor
• The entry points of the tent must be clear from any external obstruction
• Tents should be spaced out enough, so guidelines do not cause a trip hazard between tents
• Users are to be aware of the tent length of tent poles whilst feeding into the tent sleeves in confined spaces
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH

	Activity
	Participants and Leaders
	Slips and trips
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH
	• Participants have been advised about wearing footwear with adequate tread
• There are inevitably roots and stones, muddy and gravel areas along the path which includes inclines and may be more slippery when wet
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH

	Activity
	Participants and Leaders
	Walking on or crossing roads
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH
	• There will be minor roads to cross or walk alongside
• Team will walk single file towards oncoming traffic
• Lead and final participant to wear fluorescent vest
• All to have orange rucksack cover in place
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH

	Activity
	Participants and Leaders
	Burns from fire
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH
	• All are aware of the no fires policy
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH

	Weather & Environment
	Participants and Leaders
	Adverse weather
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH
	• All equip themselves appropriately for the weather and activity including warm clothing, waterproofs, footwear with a good tread
• All have been advised to wear or bring the above no matter the weather forecast
• Local burns will only be crossed under ankle depth and with close supervision
• Activity could be curtailed and transport called back early
• Tents and storm shelters are available
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH

	Emergencies
	Participants
	Lack of planning for action in the event of emergencies
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH
	• All medical details and prescribed medicines must be carried by the individual participant
• Participants are being trained in basic first aid
• Group first aid kits are available
• Participants are being trained to understand what to do in the event of an emergency
• Extra trained Leaders are available
• Charged mobile phones carried by all supervisors and groups and contact numbers are shared and used in the event of an emergency
• A list of all supervisors and participants details carried is accessible by all supervisors on expedition
• List of supervisors and participants details left with establishment-based contact
	LOW
	MED
	HIGH
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Aberdeenshire Council
Outdoor Activity Site/Route Specific Risk Assessments


	Activity: Duke of Edinburgh Qualifying Expedition
	Risk to: Participants and Leaders

	Hazard
	Risk
	Control measures

	Open countryside / route finding
	Getting lost
	• Experienced local Leaders will remotely supervise 4 to 7 participants
• Phone contacts are in place
• Participants have maps, compasses, whistles with Leaders within hearing distance

	Minor roads
	Walking on or crossing roads
	• There will be minor roads to cross or walk alongside
• Team will walk single file towards oncoming traffic
• Lead and final participant to wear fluorescent vest
• All to have orange rucksack cover in place

	Uneven paths, roots, stones, mud and gravel
	Slips and trips
	• Participants have been advised about wearing footwear with adequate tread
• There are inevitably roots and stones, muddy and gravel areas along the path which includes inclines and may be more slippery when wet

	Tick exposure
	Lyme’s disease contracted through bites from infected ticks
	• Ticks to be removed by appropriate tool within a 24hr period
• Participants and supervisors to self-check for tick bites
• Awareness of the effect of tick bites to be circulated to parents / carers for after care after expeditions

	Weather and local burns
	Adverse weather
	• All equip themselves appropriately for the weather and activity including warm clothing, waterproofs, footwear with a good tread
• All have been advised to wear or bring the above no matter the weather forecast
• Local burns will only be crossed under ankle depth and with close supervision
• Activity could be curtailed and transport called back early
• Tents and storm shelters are available





Continue on separate sheet if required.
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